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FORMER MEMBER FOR VASSE — ROAD TRAFFIC INCIDENT — 
CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION REPORT 

Statement by Premier 
MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [12.04 pm]: I rise to advise the house that the honourable 
John McKechnie, QC, Commissioner of the Corruption and Crime Commission, has provided me with a report 
arising from the commission’s investigation into the conduct of various people in relation to an incident on the 
night of 22–23 February 2014 involving the former member for Vasse, Troy Buswell. 
The events of that night and subsequently have been well covered in this place and elsewhere, and were the 
subject of much interest, speculation and inference. The report contains four recommendations that can be 
represented as addressing issues of policy and process, and each of these is accepted by me and will be addressed 
as a matter of urgency. 
The commission finds there to be no public interest in forming an opinion on the conduct of the former member 
for Vasse, based on his acceptance of responsibility by pleading guilty to traffic charges laid against him and by 
personally settling associated damages claims rather than burden the state. It also references the fact that he has 
left public service and was suffering a significant health condition at the time. 
The commission found there to be no evidence of any kind to suggest any misconduct or improper behaviour by 
members of my office—that is, the Premier’s office. However, the commission does find fault with the conduct 
of the former minister’s chief of staff, Ms Rachael Turnseck, expressing an opinion that some of her actions 
constitute misconduct. It also determines that the conduct of the former minister’s electorate officer, 
Mr Leo Gibbons, be investigated by the Department of the Premier and Cabinet. Since the provision of the report 
to me, Mr Gibbons’ employment within government has ceased. Ms Turnseck was found to have withheld 
information, thereby misleading her employer, indirectly the Parliament and later the commission itself. 
Notwithstanding this, the commission sees no particular public interest in itself reporting to Parliament on her 
actions, partly as she has also left the public service and was never a public figure. 
Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Bassendean! 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: The commission’s provision of its report to me is in the context of its finding that 
Ms Turnseck put her loyalty to a minister above her duty to the state, and the need for all ministerial officers to 
learn lessons in this respect. I accept the commission’s findings, and the lessons it highlights will be learned. 
The CCC addresses itself in the report to the unique and complex role of a chief of staff in supporting and 
protecting a minister—part gatekeeper, part confidante and adviser, and part crisis manager. Critically, however, 
the commission states that a chief of staff’s loyalty to a minister should not override their responsibilities as 
a public officer. 

I strongly emphasise the point that Ms Turnseck found herself in a rare and confronting situation, in which she 
genuinely, and with good reason, seriously feared for the physical and mental wellbeing of the minister she 
served. Her decisive actions at that time were critical in ensuring his welfare. Although her failure to be 
complete with her disclosures subsequent to those events is a serious error of judgement, I think it is important to 
consider that none of her actions were motivated by self-interest, and she has already suffered a serious 
detriment, arising from events on the night of 22–23 February 2014, which might have been averted had her 
advice to the former minister that night been heeded. 
Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen! 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I now table the report, as I committed to do so. 
[See paper 3929.] 
The SPEAKER: Member for Bassendean, I should have called you more than once; you have continually 
interjected. I call you to order for the first time. 
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